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“LIVING INQUIRINGLY” 

‘Grace Is The Key’ Series 
(Ephesians 5:8-17) 

 

Intro … This morning we continue our investigation of The Great Exhortation with 

which Paul began the Fourth Chapter of his Epistle to the Ephesians.  

 

PAUL’S GREAT EXHORTATION – Ephesians 4:1 

 

“Live A Life WORTHY Of The CALLING  

You Have RECEIVED!” 
 

 

And that’s where the rubber meets the road. Through faith in Jesus Christ we 

have been born-again into the Family of God – We have been forgiven of our 

sins and been given the ability to actually live a God-Honoring Life – a life that 

is ‘Worthy of the Calling that we have received’.  

 

So basically Paul is saying … “Get to it” … Get on with living that very life –  

Let your life in this world reveal the fact though you are still in this world, you 

are no longer of this world for you have received a ‘Calling’ that inspires  

you to live a completely ‘otherworldly’ kind of life. 

 

So how do we do that … How do we live this truly ‘worthy life’ – this life that 

shows that we individually and we collectively have responded to this  

‘Higher Calling”? 

 

The entire second half the book of Ephesians can be organized under nine 

key directives for living that tell us exactly how such a life is to be lived. 

 

So far we have examined five of the nine: 

If we would live a life that is worthy of our calling we must: 

 

Live Harmoniously and Maturely and Purely and  

Honestly and Pleasantly. 

 

Copies of all those messages are available at our church website. 

 

Today I would have us consider the sixth of the nine … 

 

 



TODAY’S KEY DIRECTIVE  

(Paul’s sixth directive for ‘Worthy’ Living) 

 

“LIVE INQUIRINGLY”  
 

“Find out what pleases the Lord” – Ephesians 5:10 

“Understand what the Will of the Lord is.” – Ephesians 5:17 
 

 

Here’s the fuller passage from which that directive is drawn … 

 

TODAY’S KEY PASSAGE 

 
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  

Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,  

righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. 

 

Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  

For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything 

exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible.  

 

This is why it is said: “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 

you.” Be very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but as wise, making the  

most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish,  

but understand what the Lord’s will is. 
(Ephesians 5:8-17) 

 

 

A good starting point for our inquiry is right here in this passage. 

Paul tells us that … 

 

* IT DOES NOT PLEASE THE LORD (IT IS NOT HIS WILL)  

IF WE LIVE IN DARKNESS!  

 
“Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness.” 

(Ephesians 5:11) 

 

‘Darkness’ is Paul’s term for the ‘natural sinful state of fallen man’ …  

 

Mankind is born in ‘spiritual darkness’ … Unsaved men and women live their 

lives in ‘darkness’ …  

 

In Ephesians 4:18 Paul referred to the unbelievers as being ‘darkened  

in their understanding’.  

 

 



He went on to say that they are “separated from the life of God because  

of the ignorance that is in them” and that as a result they have “given 

themselves over to sensuality” and have indulged themselves in  

“every kind of impurity”. 

 

In this passage, Paul points out that ‘it is shameful even to mention what they 

do in secret’ – what he calls the ‘fruitless deeds of darkness’. 

 

Those ‘fruitless deeds of darkness’ arise from a sinful, unsurrendered heart – 

they are deeds that do not take God or His Standards into account.  

 

They are deeds that are motivated by selfish interests and which follow  

worldly patterns – some are worse than others in their impact upon people  

but all of them are displeasing to the Lord. 

 

It does not please the Lord when those who have been born into His Family 

continue to live as though they have not - when they are indistinguishable  

from the sinful society around them.  More than not please - It surely grieves.  

 

However … 

* IT DOES PLEASE THE LORD (IT IS HIS WILL) 

WHEN WE WALK IN THE LIGHT! 
 

“Live as children of light …”  

(Ephesians 5:8b) 

 

“Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,  

righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord.” 

 

You see, we cannot find out what pleases the Lord until we get out of the 

darkness. But once the ‘light’ has entered our lives then we can truly begin  

that quest.  

 

The Apostle John wrote these glorious words in the Gospel that bears his name. 

John 1:4 …  
“In him (Jesus) was life and that life was the light of men.” 

 

That exactly what Paul was meaning when he wrote these words … 
 

“That’s why it is said …  

 ‘Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” (vs. 14) 
 

It’s through Jesus Christ that the ‘light of life’ – the ‘light of understanding’ –  

the ‘light of enabling’ comes.  



But we must live in ‘light of that light’. We cannot become casual about it – we 

can easily slip back into a kind of spiritual dimness if we are not careful.  

 

Sometimes we need to awaken as it were from a kind of ‘spiritual slumber’ and 

re-open our eyes to the glorious light of day. 

 

So is it any wonder that we pray each week as a congregation that our 

Heavenly Father would … 
 

‘strengthen us with power through His Spirit in our inner being  

so that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith.” 

 

We simply cannot have Christ, the light of life, truly ‘dwelling in our hearts’ and 

us not be ‘Living as Children of light’ which is the very thing that God desires 

that we do – one thing for sure that definitely ‘pleases God’. 

 

Notice in this passage the three key terms that Paul associates with this ‘Life of 

Light’ – three things that the ‘Light’ automatically produces within us. 

 

THREE KEY TERMS … 

GOODNESS – RIGHTEOUSNESS – TRUTH 

 

Goodness: A genuine sin-free nature – purity in heart and mind. 

Righteousness: Doing the right thing at the right time in the right way. 

Truth: That which eternally is – ultimate insight into life. 

 

‘Live as Children of Light’ Paul would say for it definitely ‘Pleases God’. 

 

Now as we continue our quest to find out what pleases the Lord, here’s 

another set of contrasting observations Paul gives in this passage … 

 

* IT DOES NOT PLEASE THE LORD (IT IS NOT HIS WILL) 

WHEN WE LIVE FOOLISHLY! 
 

“Do not be foolish …”  
(Ephesians 5:17) 

 

Jews like Paul were very familiar with the contrast between foolishness and 

wisdom … they had been raised on it. The Book of Proverbs makes much of it. 

Those who follow God and His Ways are wise and those who don’t are fools. 

Simple as that. 

 



‘Do not be foolish’ is actually just another way of saying ‘Don’t try to make it 

up as you go along’ … ‘Don’t try to re-invent the wheel’ … God has already 

done it – Follow His Directions for life – You can’t go wrong. Don’t live in 

foolishness as the unbelievers around you do … Don’t live as though no 

specific guidelines for life have been given … There have been. 

 

And so in contrast we observe … 
 

* IT DOES PLEASE THE LORD (IT IS HIS WILL) 

WHEN WE LIVE WISELY! 

 
“… Live not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity.” 

(Ephesians 5:15-16) 

 

Make the most of every opportunity to apply the Word of God to the World of 

Men. Live as those who are in the know … Live as those who understand there 

is a ‘Guidebook for Life’ … It is the Word of God. 

 

You can’t make people follow it but you can let them know that they are 

foolish if they don’t. And when they try and can’t, you can share with them 

the good news of how they can …  

 

How they can become new creatures in Christ – How His Light can shine upon 

them and transform them into ‘Light-Walkers’ themselves. 

 

This is a good and wise thing to do … This pleases God.  

This is what God would have every one of His Children engaged in …  

This surely demonstrates An Understanding of His Will for our lives.  

 
“Make the most of every opportunity to reveal His awesome wisdom in sending  

His Son Jesus into this world that human beings living in darkness might arise  

from spiritual death and receive the new life he offers.” 

 

 

And as you seek to do that be sure of this (as our final thot expresses it) … 

 

Final Thot …                      

 

Those who truly SEEK to please the Lord will surely FEEL His PLEASURE! 

 
 

 



 
 

OUR Sonlife PRAYER … 
 

We pray, Heavenly Father, that out of Your glorious riches,  
You may strengthen us with power through Your Spirit in our inner being,  

so that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith.  
 

And we pray that we, being rooted and established in love, may have power,  
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep  

is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge —  
so that we may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  

 
Now unto You, who are able to do immeasurably more than all  

we ask or imagine, according to Your power that is at work  
within us, to You be Glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus  

throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  
Amen. 

 
 


